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SUBJ: NAMIBIA: BOTHA NERVOUS ABOUT POSSIBLE CHANGES 

REF: CAPE TOWN 870 

DURING HIS MAY I TALKS WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR SIR DAVID SCOTT 
ON THE POSSIBILITY OP SAG APPEARANCE AT THE UNGA SESSION 
(SEPTEL), POREIGN MINISTER BOTHA REFLECTED A NERVIOUSNESS THAT 
THE LIVE MIGHT MAKE SOME UNDERTAKINGS OR CLARIFICATIONS TO 
NUJOMA AMOUNTING TO A CHANGE IN THEIR PROPOSAL. HE SAID HE HAD 
RECEIVED SOME REPORTS FROM NEW YORK INDICATING THAT THIS WAS 
A POSSIBILITY. SCOTT TOLD HIM THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE NOTHING 
OP THE SORT WAS IN THE OFPING. HE DID SAY, HOWEVER, IT IS LIKELY 
THE LIVE WILL HAVE TO SAY SOMETHING ABOUT WALVIS BAY AT SOME 
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POINT IN THE CONTEXT OP SWAPO ACCEPTANCE OP THE PROPOSAL. 

IN RESPONSE, BOTHA SAID THAT WHATEVER WE SAY SHOULD BE COUCHED 
IN THE "MOST CAREPUL WAY" IN LIGHT OP THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
INTENSE PEELINGS ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. IN EXPPRESSING HIS CONCERNS, BOTHA MAY HAVE HAD IN MIND 
THE "CAPE TIMES" REPORT TODAY (MAY 1) THAT "TENTATIVE WORDING 
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HAS BEEN PREPARED EOR A SPECIAL WESTERN POWERS DELCARATION 
BACKING A FUTURE INDEPENDENT NAMIBIAN GOVT'S CLAIMS TO 
WALVIS BAY." THE REPORT STATED THAT THE DECLARATION HAD BEEN 
SEEN BY SWAPO WHICH "CRITICIZED APPARENT EMPHASIS ON GEOGRAPHICAL 
AND ECONOMIC RATHER THAN POLITICAE ARGUMENTS." 

3. COMMENT: THOUGH SCOTT NOTED BOTHA SEEMED TO BE RESTRAINING 
HIMSELE DURING THEIR CONVERSATION TODAY, IT APPEARS FROM 
THE TENOR AND CONTENT OE HIS REMARKS THAT A CAUTIOUSLY DRAFTED 
STATEMENT BY THE EIVE ON WALVIS BAY COULD BE TOLERABLE 
TO SOUTH AERICA. AS REPORTED BY THE CAPE TOWN EIVE (CAPE 
TOWN 851). BOTHA'S MAIN CRITERIA WOULD PROBABLY BE: 

AVOIDANCE OE A CHALLENGE TO THE SAG'S LEGAL POSITION ON 
WALVIS BAY AND NO IMPLICATIONS THAT SUCH STATEMENT EORMS 
PART OF THE PROPOSAL. 

NELSON 
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